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ly having original jurisdiction. In some
states there are slight variations of this
system. Cases may be carried from the
supreme court of the state to the Supreme
Court of the United States, usually in ques-
tions involving the interpretation of the
United States Constitution.

Courts in Canada. As in the United
States, there are two classes of courts,
Dominion and local. In the former class
there are two courts, the Supreme Court of
the Dominion and the Exchequer Court, the
members being appointed by the Dominion
(Governor-General in Council). The provin-
cial court judges, except justices of the peace
and city magistrates, are also paid by the
Dominion government, and the judges in each
province receive appointment from the
Dominion government. The jurisdiction of
each court is similar to that of courts of like
grade in the United States.

Related   Articles.    Consult   the    following1

titles for additional information:

Admiralty Court

of Canada
Court of Claims
JExchequer Court

of Canada
Judge
Judicial Department

of Canada

Justice of the Peace
Juvenile Court
Law (with list)
Morals Court
Probate Court
Procedure
Supreme Court
of Canada

Jury and Trial by Jury  Supreme Court of
Justice, Department of      the United States

COURT FOOL, a name given to the pro-
fessional jesters who were common at courts
during ancient and medieval times. Such
persons were known in the time of Philip
of Macedon, but they formed a more im-
portant part of court life during the Middle
Ages than at any other time. The fool dressed
in gay colors, with a cap ornamented with
bells and surmounted with ass's ears, car-
ried a scepter, usually ornamented with bells,
and wore a large collar. The Stuart kings
were the last English kings to have court
jesters, but at the Russian court such per-
sonages existed to the nineteenth century,
and Marie Antoinette of France had a jester
just before the Revolution. Shakespeare in
several of his plays, as King Lear, As You
Like It and Twelfth Night, introduces the
court fool.

COURT-MARTIAL, Jcort mah/shal, a
court consisting of military or naval officers,
for the trial of military or naval offenses. In
fbe army of the United States there are
general courts-martial, before which only
officers can be tried, and regimental an<J gar-
rison courts-martial. In the navy summary
courts-martial are held for the trial of petty

officers and persons of inferior rating, and
general courts-martial for the trial of the
higher officers.

COURT OF CLAIMS. Under the Amer-
ican system no citizen can bring suit against
the Federal government. To provide an
avenue through which justice may be secured
Congress established the United States Court
of Claims in 1855. Five justices sit in this
court, one of whom is designated chief jus-
tice; they are appointed by the President
for life, or during good behavior. The salary
of the chief justice and of each associate
justice is $12,500 per year.

Claims allowed by the court are paid out
of Congressional appropriations, always
maintained for the purpose. If the amount
at issue exceeds $3,000 an appeal from an
adverse decision may be made to the United
States Supreme Court.

COURT-PLASTER, black, flesh-colored
or transparent silk, varnished over with a
solution of glycerine and isinglass and often
perfumed with benzoin. It is now used for
covering slight wounds, but it is said to
have received its name from the fact that at
one time the ladies of the court wore it on
their faces in patches, to make their com-
plexions appear more brilliant.

COURTSHIP OF MILES STANDISH,
a popular poem, written by Henry W. Long-
fellow and published in 1858. It is a story
of Plymouth colony, and is based on a tra-
dition that seems to have a foundation of
truth. The chief characters are Captain
Miles Standish, John Alden and Priscilla
Mullens. The last named was a beautiful
girl whose charm won the heart of the sturdy
Captain, a widower since the first winter of
the struggling colony. Captain Standish
was brave when it came to fighting Indians,
but timid in the matter of proposing, and
he requested his staunch friend John Alden
to plead his suit for him. It so happened
that John loved Priseilla himself, and Pris-
cilla knew it, and when he tried to plead
for the Captain the maid replied, "Why
don't you speak for yourself, Johnf In
the poem the two were married with the
blessing of the Captain, but the prose ver-
sion of the story, which gave Longfellow the
tesis for his poem, states that Standish
never forgave his friend. Longfellow him-
self was a descendant of the Aldens, and ,a
house built m 1653 by John Alden is still
in the possession of a member of the family.